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MOVES  TO  HIGHER  LEVEL 


After  a  3-year  level  of  between  l6  million  and  17  million  tons  annually, 
world  trade  in  sugar  moved  up  to  a  record  of  over  19  million  tons,  raw 
value,  in  i960  and  nearly  22  million  in  1961.  This  was  nearly  2.5  million 
tons  above  the  i960  record  and  nearly  5*6  million  tons  above  the  somewhat 
slack  movement  in  1959 •=/ 

The  1961  trade  was  characterized  by  excessive  shipments  from  Cuba  in  vio- 
lation of  the  International  Sugar  Agreement.  These  amounted  to  about  1.6 
million  tons  over  the  5*5  million-ton  world  quota.  Shipments  to  Communist 
countries  amounted  to  about  5*3  million  tons,  while  the  remaining  1.8  million 
tons  was  shipped  elsewhere.  Larger  exports  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States 
were  also  significant.  In  Asia,  there  were  large  increases  from  India, 
Philippines  and  Turkey. 

The  U.S.S.R.  imported  over  2  million  tons  more  sugar  in  1961  than  in  i960. 
The  magnitude  of  the  Soviet  Union's  sugar  imports  in  1961  is  wholly  un- 
precedented for  that  country.  Mainland  China's  imports  in  1961  also  were 
far  above  former  years  and  its  1.2  million- ton  increase  over  i960  accounted 
for  most  of  the  larger  imports  by  Asia.  These  increases  resulted  from 
special  trade  agreements  with  Cuba,  and  illustrate  that  country's  new 
economic  and  political  orientation. 


1/  These  trade  figures  exclude  domestic  movements  of  sugar  from  Hawaii, 
Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin  Islands  to  the  U.  S.  Mainland. 


This  Circular  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  summary  of 
similar  title  published  in  the  monthly  supplement  to  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  August  30,  1962. 


Imports  into  Japan  continued  upward  but  dropped  to  second  place  in  Asia  as 
Mainland  China  imported  1.7  million  short  tons.   The  United  States-continued 
to  be  the  world's  largest  sugar  importer,  and  was  followed  by  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  United  States  imported  about  10  percent  less  sugar  in  1961  than  in  i960 
due  to  an  increase  in  domestic  production.  No  sugar  was  imported  from  Cuba 
in  1961.   Greatly  increased  imports  were  obtained  from  other  countries. 
Fourteen  countries  already  enjoying  regular  U.  S.  quotas  benefited  from 
U.  S.  premium  prices.   Ten  other  countries  did  likewise  with  the  largest 
quantities  supplied  from  Brazil.,  the  British  West  Indies,  and  India.  In 
addition  to  these  imports,  the  U.  S.  Mainland  continued  to  receive  shipments 
from  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin  Islands,  amounting  to  some  2  million 
tons  in  1961. 

It  appears  that  future  world  trade  in  sugar  will  be  sustained  at  the  present 
high  level.  The  Sino-Soviet  bloc  has  large  volume  trade  commitments  with 
Cuba  extending  over  the  next  3  years,  largely  in  terms  of  barter.  However, 
there  may  be  some  question  as  to  whether  Cuba  can  supply  the  sugar  and 
whether  she  can  fulfill  its  needs  with  goods  and  services  of  Sino-Soviet 
origin  received  in  exchange  for  the  large  shipments  of  sugar.  Also,  if 
Cuba  moves  effectively  on  its  announced  policy  of  agricultural  diversifi- 
cation, it  may  not  produce  as  much  sugar  as  it  has  in  the  past. 

Most  sugar  importing  countries  that  have  natural  factors  favorable  to  the 
production  of  beet  or  cane  sugar  are  trying  to  become  more  self-sufficient. 
Moreover,  sugar  provisions  for  the  European  Economic  Community  will  tend  to 
favor  an  expansion  of  beet  sugar  production  in  the  Netherlands  and  France 
and  a  decrease  in  cane  sugar  imports.  These  efforts  probably  will  offset 
expanding  world  trade,  particularly  when  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  world 
production. 

World  trade  in  sugar  increased  about  one-eighth  over  i960,  consumption 
appears  to  set  a  new  record  in  1961-62,  world  production  of  sugar  decreased 
by  about  3*5  million  tons  from  I96O-61  to  the  1961-62  crop  year,  and  world 
stocks  are  declining.  The  increase  in  world  sugar  consumption  from  I96O-61 
to  1961-62  is  estimated  at  nearly  3  million  tons. 

It  should  be  noted  that  exports  of  sugar  from  East  Europe  and  the  U.S.S.R. 
were  considerably  larger  in  1961  than  in  earlier  years. 
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North  America: 

British  Honduras 

Canada  

Costa  Rica 

El  Salvador 

Guatemala 

Honduras 

Mexico 

Nicaragua 

Panama 

United  States 

Caribbean: 

Antigua 

Barbados 

Cuba 

Dominican  Republic 

Guadeloupe 

Haiti 

Jamaica 

Martinique 

Netherlands  Antilles 

St.  Kitts 

St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent. 
Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Total  North  America  _3_/. . 

South  America: 

Argentina 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

British  Guiana 

Chile 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

Total  South  America  3/ . . 

Europe: 
West 

Austria 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg.  . 

Denmark 

Finland 

France 

Germany,  West 

Greece 

Iceland 

Ireland 

Italy 

Malta 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Spain  4/ 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom 

Total  West  Europe 

East 

Bulgaria 

Czechoslovakia 

Germany,  East 

Hungary 

Poland 

Rumania 

Yugoslavia 

Total  East  Europe 

Total  Europe 
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Algeria 

Angola 
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Malagasy  Republic 

Mauritius 

Morocco 

Mozambique 

Nigeria 

Reunion 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 

Somalia 

Sudan 

Tanganyika 

Tunisia 

Uganda 

South  Africa,  Republic  of. . . 

Total  Africa  3/ 
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British  North  Borneo 
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Indonesia 

Iran  8/ 

Iraq 

Israel 

Japan , 
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Korea,  South 

Lebanon 

Malaya  ( inc lude  s  S  ingapore ) . 

Pakistan 

Philippines 

Syria 

Thailand 

Turkey  (Europe  and  Asia) 
Vietnam 

Total  Asia  3/ 
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1/  Preliminary.  2/  Less  than  500  tons.   3/  Includes  trade  of  other  countries  not  shown  separately.  4/  Canary  Islands,  Ceuta  and  Melilla 
considered  provinces  of  Spain  after  January  1,  1953-   5/  Less  than  5-year  average.  6/  Estimated.  7/Crop  year.  8/  Iranian  calendar  year. 
2/   Sugar  and  related  products. 
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